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Unit Leader, 

 

It is our pleasure to welcome you to Camp Tamarack at Wood Lake Scout Reservation! Here at 

Tamarack, most of our staff has been with us for three or more years, and our number one goal is 

that your stay will be a positive learning and incredibly fun experience. We believe the purpose of 

Summer Camp is to fully submerge a scout into the Cub Scout program as to enhance the unitõs 

year-round program. To do this we encourage our units to participate in all facets of the Summer 

Camp experience. We are confident that your Scouts will leave our camp with a better 

understanding of Scouting and a stronger unit program. 

TOP REASONS TO ATTEND RESIDENT CAMP AT CAMP TAMARACK! 

ü Here youõre not just another unit, but a welcomed friend. 

ü Highly qualified, well-trained, and dedicated staff! 

ü Scouts learn & earn Advancements; they are not just given! 

ü Shower House with private shower and bathroom stalls and hot water! 

ü 500 acres of natural beauty to enjoy! 

ü Top notch aquatics program on the gorgeous waters of Wood Lake. 

ü Delicious and plentiful food ð even when someone has special dietary needs. 

ü Convenient Location: 45 minutes from South Bend, 45 minutes from Niles, 50 minutes from 

Kalamazoo, 1 hour from LaPorte, 1.5 hours from Valparaiso, 1.5 hours from Fort Wayne, 

1.5 from Grand Rapids, 2 hours from Lansing, 2.5 hours from Chicago, 3 hours from 

Detroit, and 3.5 hours from Indianapolis 

Camp Tamarack Cub Resident Camp has been and intends to continue to be nationally accredited 

by the Boy Scouts of America. This means each year Tamarack meets or exceeds the standards of 

being a safe, healthy, and quality camping experience for you and your Scouts. This is in addition to 

our meeting state, OSHA, EPA, ADA, and child labor laws. 

This Leader Guide is designed to help answer the most important questions about life at Camp 

Tamarack. Use it with your adult leaders in planning for your week at camp. Take note that each 

year we enhance our program, so please read this guide to learn about these alterations. 

We, as well as our staff, look forward to meeting you all this summer at Camp Tamarack. Thank 

you for the time, effort, and energy you as a leader have invested into the Scouting program. If at 

any time you have a question you are unable to answer, please feel free to give the Camp Director 

a call at the Council Service Center at 574.289.0337 ext. 320, or after the start of camp at 

269.435.7533. Thank you for attending Summer Camp at Camp Tamarack. 

Yours in Scouting, 

Jason Emmons Tyler Ellenwood     

Jason Emmons              Tyler Ellenwood  

Camp Director             Program Director   
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Camp Tamarack, Wood Lake Scout Reservation, is located about 5 miles north of US 12, right 

off SR 40, just south of Jones, Michigan. Camp Tamarack consists of more than 500 acres of 

heavily wooded land. Located on the property are two glacial lakes, Wood Lake and Little 

Wood Lake, and miles of trails and hundreds of species of wildlife. 

There are currently fourteen campsites scattered in the woods on the north side of the lakes. 

Scouts live in the outdoors in tents, which they bring and pitch themselves. In addition to the 

campsites, Tamarack is home to several buildings used to provide services to the campers and 

staff. These include a dining hall, shower house, health lodge, and of course, a well-stocked 

trading post. 

The Boy Scouts of America and the State of Michigan Department of Social Services has rated 

Camp Tamarack as a Nationally Accredited Camp. This means that each year, Tamarack meets 

the standards of being a safe, healthy, and quality camping experience for all Scouts and 

Scouters. Camp Tamarack maintains a policy of non-discrimination regarding race, ethnicity, 

creed, religion, or disability in all phases of its programs and operations. 

Camp life at Camp Tamarack, WLSR, builds the Patrol Method, Unit Leadership Skills, and 

Scouting Spirit. During your stay at camp, you as the leader have the ability to learn more about 

your Scouts, spend more individual time with them, and develop a personal satisfaction in 

working with and assisting in Unit development. Camp Tamarack provides programs for your 

unit that you can take back home with you. In addition to being the peak of many unitõs 

summer, Camp Tamarack is just plain fun, for you, your Scouts, and its staff! 

 

 
 

Camp Tamarack is home to one of the most dedicated staffs in the region, if not the nation. All 

key staff and program Area Directors have either attended BSA National Camping School or 

are deemed qualified by national accreditation standards. The staff averages a returning rate of 

over sixty percent and collectively have over three hundred summers of staffing experience.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About Camp Tamarack 

Camp Tamarack Staff 
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Allergies, Dietary Restrictions, Special Diet Requirements  
 

If any member of your unit has any dietary special needs (i.e. allergies, sensitivities to foods, 

special diets, restrictions, vegetarian/vegan diet, etc.) you must complete the following: 

1. List the need on their medical form 

2. Contact the Head Cook no later than Two Weeks  prior to their arrival. The email to 

do this is headcook.camptamarack@gmail.com 

3. Verify with Camp Administration during check-in that the Dining Hall is aware of your 

need.  

 

Notice to those with severe and hard to provide for allergies (soy or gluten), you will be 

required to send substitute meals (we will adjust camp fees to reflect this). These meals will be 

stored and prepared separately. The reason we may require food is due to our food service 

having limited to no availability on allergen free products. All our food products come from one 

source, and as such we are tied to what they have. Any questions should be directed to the 

head cook at the email listed above. 

 

Guest Meals 

 
Guest meals cannot be guaranteed on an individual meal basis during the week. If you will be 

having guests for a day during the week, you must check with the Camp Director in advance of 

guest arriving, to verify if there are spots available. Seating for our campers and staff comes first. 

There will be a charge of $7.50 per meal per person payable in the Trading Post. This applies 

for the entire week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dining Hall 

mailto:headcook.camptamarack@gmail.com
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2019 Camp Sessions and Fees 
 

Cub Resident Camp July 21 ð July 24 

Webelos Resident Camp July 24 ð July 28 

 

 

Cub Scouts 
Camp fees if paid by June 21, 2019 (Early Bird) $90.00 

Camp fees if paid after June 21, 2019 $120.00 

Cub Adults Per Full-time leader per session $60.00 

   

Webelos 
Camp fees if paid by June 21, 2019 (Early Bird) $165.00 

Camp fees if paid after June 21, 2019 $195.00 

Webelos 

Adults 
Per Full-time leader per session $99.00 

 

Important Dates  
 

June 21 End of Early Bird 

 Finalize T-shirt Order 

 Submit online registrations 

2 weeks before you arrive Head Cook Notification  

 
LaSalle Council, Boy Scouts of America Refunds Po licy for Camping/  Activities/  

Training events  

 

Registration fees can be transferred to another person attending with the same unit for the 

same event in the same year without any financial penalty. In the case of registration fees that 

have been paid and are not being transferred as above, 50% of the individual registration fee is 

considered non-refundable. A refund for the remaining 50% of the registration fee will be 

processed if a written request or email (info@lasallecouncilbsa.org) is received by the Program 

Administrative Assistant at the service center at least two weeks prior to the start date of your 

camp week, activity, or event. After that, refunds of the nonrefundable portion will be 

considered only for hardship and emergency cases on an individual basis. 

 

 

 

Dates and Fees 

mailto:info@lasallecouncilbsa.org
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Advancement 

and  

Programs 
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Advancement is the backbone of Camp Tamarack and Webelos and Cub Resident Camps 

everywhere. At Camp Tamarack, we take pride in the fact that our Scouts learn the material 

and truly earn their requirements, and that they are not simply given out. We have adopted the 

policy of No More, No Less. That is, we require no more than the requirement states and no 

less than the requirement states. Webelos and cub advancement will be based on the most 

recent advancement activities in Webelos and Cub activity books. 

 

A list of every advancement opportunity will be given to each adult leader at camp. It will be left 

up to each adult to ensure that their scout has participated in the activities and has truly done 

their best! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Merit Badge Program Advancement Information 
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Camp Tamarack is much more than just advancement. At Tamarack a new adventure is always 

right around the corner. During your week at camp, encourage your Scouts to get out and try 

as many things as they can! By attending these programs and with the help of the staff, we know 

your week will be one you will never forget. 

 

Cub Resident Camp   

 

Sunday  
 Range Orientation ( Dining Hall Front Lawn ) ð This event is required for all Scouts 

and leaders and will take place immediately following the evening meal. 

 Leader Meeting  (Dining Hall)  ð One leader from each unit must attend, but all leaders 

are welcome. The Camp Director will give a short overview of the week and be available 

for questions. This will take place concurrently with the range orientation. 

 Opening Campfire  ð No Summer Camp should start without a campfire. Join the staff as 

they entertain you with a multitude of songs and skits as you begin your week at camp! 

 

Monday   
 Crackerbarrel (Dining Hall)  ð Come help the staff kick off camp with a party Camp 

Tamarack style! Starting at 8:30 PM join the staff for skits, songs, and plenty of popcorn! 

 

Tuesday  
 Closing Campfire ð As our week ends, it would be wrong to not close out with a 

campfire. However, now it is your turn to put on a song or skit of your choice to entertain 

the other units, guests, and the staff. All skits or songs must be approved by the Program 

Director to insure appropriateness and prevent duplication. 

 

Wednesday  
 Non -denominational Chapel Service (Chapel)  ð A great way to end the week is by 

attending the Non-denominational service. Chapel Service will be immediately following 

breakfast. 

 Departure  ð Immediately following the non-denominational chapel service, all Scouts will 

meet in the parade field for one last flag lowering. After this, Scouts will get a chance to say 

goodbye to the staff as they depart! 

 

 

 

 

 

Camp Wide Activities 
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Webelos Resident Camp   

 

Wednesday  
 Range Orientation ( Dining Hall Front Lawn ) ð This event is required for all Scouts 

and leaders and will take place immediately following the evening meal. 

 Leader Meeting (Dining Hall)  ð One leader from each unit must attend, but all leaders 

are welcome. The Camp Director will give a short overview of the week and be available 

for questions. This will take place concurrently with the range orientation. 

 Opening Campfire  ð No Summer Camp should start without a campfire. Join the staff as 

they entertain you with a multitude of songs and skits as you begin your week at camp! 

 

Thursday  
 Crackerbarrel (Dining Hall)  ð Come help the staff kick off camp with a party Camp 

Tamarack style! Starting at 8:30 PM join the staff for skits, songs, and plenty of popcorn! 

 

Friday  
 Activity Night  (Athletic Field)  ð Join the staff for various games and other activities in 

the athletic field. This is a great way to burn off any excess energy you may have from the 

day! This will start shortly after dinner. 

 

Saturday  
 Closing Campfire ð As our week ends, it would be wrong to not close out with a 

campfire. However, now it is your turn to put on a song or skit of your choice to entertain 

the other units, guests, and the staff. All skits or songs must be approved by the Program 

Director to insure appropriateness and prevent duplication. 

 

Sunday 
 Non -denominational Chapel Service (Chapel)  ð A great way to end the week is by 

attending the Non-denominational service. Chapel Service will be immediately following 

breakfast. 

 Departure  ð Immediately following the non-denominational chapel service, all Scouts will 

meet in the parade field for one last flag lowering. After this, Scouts will get a chance to say 

goodbye to the staff as they depart! 
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Flags ð 7:45 AM  

Breakfast ð 8:00 AM  

Session 1 ð 9:00 AM ð 9:45 AM  

Session 2 ð 10:00 AM ð 10:45 AM  

Session 3 ð 11:00 AM ð 11:45 AM  

Lunch ð 12:15 PM 

Session 4 ð 1:15 PM ð 2:00 PM 

Session 5 ð 2:15 PM ð 3:00 PM 

Session 6 ð 3:15 PM ð 4:00 PM 

Session 7 ð 4:15 PM ð 5:00 PM 

Flags ð 5:45 PM 

Dinner ð 6:00 PM 

After Dinner Activities  

Lights out ð 11:00 PM 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daily Schedule 
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Camp Tamarack Religious Award  
The twelfth point of the Scout Law is an essential part of the scouting program. The Camp 

Tamarack religious award challenges Scouts to live out this point. 

 

Requirements: 

1) Attend the Monday camp religious service 

2) Participate in at least three daily devotionals with your unit 

3) Lead grace before a meal 

 

Requirement forms can be picked up from the Trading Post and once completed can be 

returned to the Trading Post to get your free òDuty to Godó patch. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

A Scout is Reverent 
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General 

Information 
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We at Camp Tamarack know we have an efficient check-in process! The following explains 

exactly how we have run our check-in process.  

1. Check-in will begin at 1:00 PM and will be open until 4:00 PM EST.  

2. Check-in will take place at the Trading Post porch. Please bring all payments, health 

forms, and medications with you to check-in. 

3. Upon check-in, you will be assigned to a campsite.  

4. Before you head to your campsite, you will stop by the health lodge to drop off all health 

forms and check-in your medications. 

5. After the full check-in process, you can head back to your campsite to setup. Please keep 

in mind that other campers will be joining you in your site, so please be considerate and 

welcoming! 

6. After setting up, a campsite guide will give you a quick tour of camp and then take you 

down to the Waterfront to do your swim tests. 

7. After your tour, flags will occur in the parade field at 5:45 PM, and dinner will follow. 

 

 

 

 

 

Telephone  
The camp phone should be used for emergencies and BSA business only. If you need to contact 

your Scout or Scouter while at camp, the camp phone number is 269.435.7533. There are no 

pay phones at Camp, for calls home please see the Camp Director. 

 

Mail  
If you would like to mail something to your Scout or Scouter, please remember to mail early, at 

least a week in advance, to ensure that it makes it when they are in camp. The address is: 

 

Scoutõs Name, Unit #, Campsite 

Camp Tamarack, WLSR 

10891 Withers St. 

Jones, MI 49061 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Info / Mail 

Checking in at Camp 
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Health Forms  
All campers, adult and youth, are required to have a physical examination conducted by and 

signed by a licensed physician.  

 All Scouts and Leaders must have had this completed within the preceding 12 months, along 

with a current health history. 
 A current signature of a parent is also required. 
 The date of the exam must cover through the entire week you are in camp. 
 A link to the current medical form is available on the Scouts BSA Summer Camp Web Site. 

 

Medications  
Impact of Change: Leaders will be responsible for storing and dispensing medications to Scouts 

in their unit  

1. BSA Health Forms (680-001 ABC) will be prescreened by Camp Health Officer at time of 

check in by the scout unit. 
2. Health Forms will be retained by the Health Officer for the duration that the scout unit is at 

camp. 
3. The Scouts' medications will be received by the Health Officer. The names and times of 

administration of the medication will be entered on the medication dispensation sheet. The 

Health Officer will review the medication dispensation sheet with the scout unit leader.  
4. The medications and dispensation sheet will be placed in the medication box for the scout 

unit. When all medications and sheets are placed in the medication box, the box will be 

locked and given to the scout unit leader to store safely at the campsite. Certain 

medications such as acute respiratory inhalers or epinephrine auto injection pens will 

remain with the scout all week to be used in time of emergency. 
5. The scout unit leader will be responsible for distributing medications to the Scouts in their 

unit and initialing and timing the dispensation sheet during the week.  
6. At the end of the scout unitõs camping week, the scout unit leader will return the remaining 

medications to the scout or parent to take home.  
7. The scout unit leader will then return the medication box and dispensation forms to the 

Health Officer and receive the scout unitõs Health Forms.  
8. The Health Officer will be available all week if the scout unit leader has any questions or 

problems with medication distribution.  
9. Questions may be directed to 269.435.7533 during the Camping season (June1st to end of 

July) or contact the Camp Director before Camp at the Scout Office 574.289.0337.  

 

 

 

 

Emergency / Medical Services 
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Alcohol and Drugs  

The consumption, possession, or use of controlled substances is prohibited at Camp. Local, 

State, and Federal laws will be enforced where violations of the above are reported. 

 

Code of Conduct  

Conduct at camp will be guided by the Scout Oath and Scout Law and will obey all U.S. federal 

laws, as well as local and state laws. Every person on camp property has the responsibility not 

to engage in behavior that constitutes discrimination or harassment in any way, including race, 

color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, or citizenship of an individual. 
 

Chemical Fuels  

Only fuel containers attached to a stove or lantern are permitted in a camp site. Extra 

liquid/propane fuel must be locked up by the Quartermaster when not needed. Please label 

containers with unit number. 
 

Fireworks  

The possession and use of fireworks by Scouts or Leaders is strictly prohibited. 
 

Personal Firearms  

If a Scout or Leader brings their personal bow or gun, the equipment must be turned over to 

the Shooting Sports Director for storage and will be returned when the camper is leaving camp. 

Only law enforcement officers who are required to carry fire arms are permitted to have them 

in camp and not locked up. 
 

Release from Camp  

No Scout may be removed from the Campõs care or custody except by persons identified by 

his legal Parents or guardians. These names must appear on the medical form where indicated. 

See the Camp Director if you have any questions or concerns about this. 
 

Smoking  

National Boy Scouts of America policy prohibits smoking in all Scout Council Buildings and in 

the presence of Scouts. Smoking is only permitted for adults and only in designated areas of 

camp. Smoking is not allowed in camp sites, even if Scouts are not present. Check with the 

Camp Director or Commissioner for the designated smoking areas. 

 

 

 

Policies 
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Personal  
 Shoes must always be worn while in camp. Open toe sandals, clogs, and thongs are not 

considered shoes (unit leaders are requested to notify their visitors of this policy). Shower 

shoes should only be worn while in the shower area. 
 Swimming is allowed only in the designated area of the Waterfront and only in accordance 

with BSA Policy and Procedures. Buddy Tags must be used when at the waterfront.  
 The use of the buddy system throughout camp is encouraged.  
 There is no running in camp, except for staff in an emergency and during Camp-wide games. 
 Campers should watch for poison ivy. Camp Tamarack has poison ivy in most of the 

wooded areas. 
 

Weather  
Heat  ð Campers should be aware of conditions that can cause heat injuries. Be aware of the 

signs of heat exhaustion and sun stroke. Contact the Health Officer or any staff member if you 

notice a camper with heat injury signs. Be sure to carry a water bottle and drink plenty of fluids. 

Each Program Area has water available to refill campersõ water containers. 

Severe weather  ð Campers should be aware of the weather conditions and watch for severe 

weather. All Area Directors carry radios equipped with a weather frequency. Additionally, the 

weather is constantly monitored by staff at the Directorõs Lodge 
 

Fire Safety  
Units are permitted to have camp fires in their camp sites. Announcements will be made as 

necessary if a burn ban is in or needs to be put in effect. Camp fires need to be attended at all 

times. Do not leave your camp site with an unattended fire. 
 

Camp wide Alarms  
Fire  ð a steady on-off tone, 3 seconds in duration. All campers (youth and adults) must 

assemble on the parade field. Once all members of a unit are present, the SPL should report to 

the camp staff member taking the reports. Units will be dismissed once the all clear is given.                      

Note: A Fire Drill will take place during the first 24 hours of camp 

Severe W eather  ð a continuing hi-lo tone. All campers (youth and adults) must assemble in 

the designated area of their Campsite. Campers will be assigned their designated area when 

arriving at Camp. The Ranger staff will check all camp sites and program areas to insure all 

campers are notified. Once all members of a unit are present, the SPL should report to the 

camp staff member taking the reports. Units will be dismissed once the all clear is given.  

Lost Bather  ð a continuous solid tone. All campers (youth and adults) must assemble on the 

parade field. Once all members of a unit are present, the SPL should report to the camp staff 

member taking the reports. Units will be dismissed once the all clear is given. 

 

Safety 




